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Class of 2018: What to Wear 

 

Girls 

As a general rule, you’ll typically have two or three outfits during your 

session. Feel free to bring five or six and we can pick the best ones for the 

setting. Or you may send me a photo of outfits you’re considering and I’ll 

give you my opinion. 

  

Think variety! Different styles, different colors. It’s better to have too many 

options than figuring out at the last minute something doesn’t work. 

 

Hats are always fun and bring a great sense of style 
to your senior photos. 

Think about your hair color. The blue dress here is 
stunning with Caitlyn's red hair. 
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The most important rule is to 

choose outfits that are true to 

you and represent your 

personality and style.  
 

That being said, there are some general 

guidelines to follow.  
 

□ Solid colors are always a good choice. BUT, 

try to stay away from black and true white. 

Ivory and beiges work as a substitute for 

white. Choose a bold color for at least one 

of your outfits or portion of your outfit: 

royal blue, ruby red, emerald green (but 

avoid green if you’re being photographed 

in a green, grassy area), mustard, 

magenta, turquoise. 

□ Dark jeans are always a good choice for 

bottoms for one of your outfits. Dress them 

up with a ruffled blouse or layers on top. 

Cute heels or boots. Scarves, jewelry. 

□ Iron your clothes.  Nothing is as 

disappointing as getting your images back 

and being distracted by your wrinkled 

clothes. Bring your outfits on hangers. 

□ Hide bra straps and make sure you can’t 

see your bra color through your top. A 

nude color bra or one that matches your 

skin tone is best. 

□ Long sleeves look the best. But this IS 

Arizona, so keep in mind if you want to 

wear something sleeveless, arms always 

look larger in photos than they do in real 

life.  

□ Try to choose at least one dress. One that 

is somewhat form-fitting is better than one 

that hangs loosely on your body. 

Vibrant jewel tones look amazing in photos. 

You can’t go wrong with jeans. 
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□ Make sure your nails look good. Either freshly polished or no polish. 

Nothing is worse than arriving at your photo session with chipped 

nails. 

□ Wear your makeup a little heavier than you do normally. Extra 

mascara will make your eyes pop and frame your eyes. Keep eye 

shadows in the brown/gold/taupe family. Don’t wear too much 

eyeliner; that will make your eyes look smaller. Lip gloss will look 

better than lipstick. Bring it along so you can freshen it up during the 

session. Some girls opt to get their make-up professionally done. 

□ Consider getting your hair professionally styled prior to your session, 

that day. Haircuts should be done 1-2 weeks prior to the session. 

□ Accessorize! Hats, scarves, big bracelets. These all add some extra 

style to your photos. 

□ Wear good shoes. Your shoes will show in some photos. Boots, ballet 

flats, Converse sneakers, sandals … all are good choices. Feel free to 

wear fun, colorful shoes. And you might even be barefoot in some 

poses. 

□ If you’re involved in an extracurricular activity, let me know and we 

can incorporate that into your session: sports, dance, cheer, drama. 

Don’t Wear: 

□ Busy prints, plaids, or stripes. 

□ Neon or fluorescent colors, including bright pink. These colors tend 

to reflect back onto you and make your face look pink. 

□ Clothes that are too baggy or too tight. 

□ Bra straps and panty lines 

□ Too much face concealer. 

□ Break out the bright-colored eye shadow. 

□ Clothing with logos or graphics. 

□ Anything that is uncomfortable. 

□ Anything that doesn’t feel like you. 

 

I do light retouching. If your face breaks out with a pimple or two, no 

problem;  I can retouch the images. However, if you break out into more of 

a rash, it’s best to reschedule your appointment. 

 

If you have any questions, contact me at 

michele@micheledawsonphotography.com 

 


